Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BUDAPE 01537 101509Z 
ACTION VO-03 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO SCA-01 DHA-02 ORM-02 /021 W 

111004Z 116249/11 

R 101330Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8480 

UNCLAS BUDAPEST 1537 

EO 11652: NA 

TAGS: PFOR CSCE CVIS SHUM HU US 
SUB J : DIVIDED FAMILIES 

REF : STATE 103543 

1 . AT CONCLUSION OF MAY 9 SESSION (REPORTED SEPTEL) WITH 
MFA CONSULAR DEPARTMENT DEPUTY CHIEF EGYED, CONSUL ASKED 
IF THERE WAS ANYTHING NEW EGYED COULD SAY ABOUT DIVIDED 
FAMILIES. EGYED REPLIED HE DID NOT KNOW DETAILS OF INDI 
VIDUAL CASES. BUT HE UNDERSTOOD THE SEVEN CASES ON CUR- 
RENT USG PROBLEM LIST WERE BEING ADDRESSED BY APPROPRIATE 
AUTHORITIES. EGYED ADDED THAT EVEN IF INDIVIDUAL DECISIONS 
ARE NEGATIVE, AS LONG AS CASES ARE ON OUR PROBLEM LIST MFA 
"CONTINUES TO WORK ON THEM." EGYED ALSO INFORMED THAT MFA 
HAS REQUESTED FROM INTERIOR MINISTRY STATISTICS RELATING 
TOTAL NUMBERS OF EMIGRATION EXIT PERMISSIONS TO U.S. 

APPLIED FOR, ISSUED, AND REFUSED. HE EXPRESSED EXPECTA- 
TION STATISTICS WOULD SHOW A LOW REFUSAL RATE. 

2. COMMENT: EGYED'S REMARKS WERE AT LEAST NOT NEGATIVE. 

HIS REPLY INDICATED THAT MFA REMAINS AWARE OF OUR DIVIDED 
FAMILY CONCERNS AND OF THE NUMBER OF OUTSTANDING PROBLEM 
CASES. WE EXPECT NO SURPRISES IF AND WHEN MFA DISCLOSES 
GOH EMIGRATION STATISTICS EITHER AT BELGRADE OR TO USG 
PRIVATELY - THE NUMBERS WILL INDICATE RELATIVELY GOOD 
HUNGARIAN PERFORMANCE. SINCE SEPTEMBER 1975 TO PRESENT, 
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PAGE 02 BUDAPE 01537 101509Z 

OUR NUMBER OF PROBLEM CASES AT ANY ONE TIME HAS RANGED 
FROM SIX TO ABOUT 14, INVOLVING FROM SEVEN TO ABOUT 20 
INDIVIDUALS IN HUNGARY. DURING SAME PERIOD EMBASSY ISSUED 
183 FAMILY-UNIFICATION IV'S TO HUNGARIANS. 7/183 INDICATES 
AN "EXIT-REFUSAL RATE" OF FOUR PER CENT; 20/183 
INDICATES ELEVEN PER CENT. 
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3. EMBASSY WILL ADDRESS REFTEL AFTER CONSUL'S RETURN FROM 
VIENNA CONSULAR CONFERENCE. 

MUDD 
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